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QSSSA, better than Turn and Talk
QUESTION:

What is a success you have witnessed with a 
student this year?

SIGNAL:
Thumb on 
your chest

STEM:
Use the 
word 
WITNESSED 
in your 
response.

SHARE:
2 minutes 
total

ASSESS:
Invitation to 
share 
partner’s 
response.





Accountable Student Talk
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The Right Question Institute (Question Formulation Technique) 





Question ● correlates to targets
● posted in visual format for student reference

Signal ● builds in teacher “wait time”

Stem ● provides support for students who need it
● forces students to use teacher selected academic language or 

sentence structure

Share ● lowers the affective filter 
● provides teacher with opportunity to listen to students they may 

not want to call on in whole group setting

Assess ● sets clear expectations (again, lowering affective filter)
● provides teacher with additional opportunity to evaluate 

understanding and clear up any misconceptions.



QSSSA, better than Turn and Talk
QUESTION:

Everyone stand up.  Think about how do you hold 
students accountable during small group/partner 
discussions?  

Mentimeter.com
Answergarden.com 

SIGNAL:
Sit down

STEM:
Use the 
word 
ACCOUNTABLE 
in your 
response.

SHARE:
Talk to a 
partner

ASSESS:
I will call on 
random 
students.













Q
Question

Class, without 
calling out the 
answer, think about 
this question.

S
Signal

When you think you 
have an answer, let 
me know by...

S
Stem

When you discuss 
your answer, I want 
to use this format...

S
Share

Turn to your partner 
and discuss.

A
Assess

I will select students 
to share answers.







Thank you to Carol Salva and Tina Beene for introducing QSSSA and to the 
Twitterverse for so many wonderful examples #QSSSA!


